
Today  exactly 46 years ago Robert van 
Gulik died in  a hospital  in  The Hague of 
lung cancer. His works however have 
stood the test  of time very  well. New 
translations of  his Judge Dee novels and 
of his scientific treatises still  keep ap-
pearing. Today I am happy  to announce 
a very special  addition: the first Judge 
Dee novel  to appear in the Thai  lan-
guage.
Until  now, the Judge Dee novels had appeared 
in  29 different languages, going  from English 
and Dutch to Icelandic and Vietnamese. This 
Thai  translation makes it a cool  thirty. Not 
many  authors, Dutch or  otherwise, can  boast 
such an achievement.

Five-year option
It doesn’t  appear to have been an easy process, 
though. Five years ago Bangkok, Thailand 
based publisher Nanmeebooks approached the 
Van  Gulik Estate with  a plan  to translate and 
publish a number of  Judge Dee novels. In 
August 2008 a  contract was signed which gave 
Nanmeebooks a five-year option to the right to 
publish three novels: The  Chinese Nail Mur-
ders, The Chinese  Gold Murders, and The 
Monkey and the Tiger.

Then  nothing  happened for a  while. The option 
was about to expire when  Nanmeebooks re-
quested a renewal  because the first book under 
this contract had yet  to be printed. This was 
granted by  the Estate, and so at last it seems 
fairly certain the first Thai  Judge Dee novels 
will  appear later  this year. Thomas van  Gulik 
kindly  sent me the cover  and the copyright 
page of The  Monkey and the  Tiger which are 
shown below. I’ve tried to make sense of it us-
ing Google Translate, but this service didn’t 
show its usual  proficiency and produced 
mostly gibberish.

Adult
At first, I was  a bit puzzled by the “Adult” 
moniker attached to the series these books are 
apparently  published in. Then I found that 
Nanmeebooks is well-known  for publishing 
children’s books, so one should probably  not 
read more into it than a way to say: this is  not a 
book for children.
Nanmeebooks also publishes novels by  writers 
like John  Grisham and Daniel  Silva, and is a 
leading publisher of  reference books in  science 
and mathematics and of  Go Genius magazine 
(which I was disappointed to learn  is not about 
the ancient game of Go at all).
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